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SUBJECT: PORMER PUERTO RICAN GOVERNOR HERNANDEZ COLON'S 
MEETING WITH CUBAN PERM REP 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: PORMER PUERTO RICAN GOVERNOR RAFAEL 
HERNANDEZ COLON (RHC) TODL US THAT CUBAN PERM REP ALARCON 
SAID THAT: 

- CUBA PEELS VERY STRONGLY ABOUT PUERTO RICO AND IS 

NOT SIMPLY USING THE ISSUE TO HARASS THE UNITED STATES; AND 

- CUBA IS NOT AD AMENT THAT PUERTO RICO BECOME IN- 
DEPENDENT AND WOULD ACCEPT FREE ASSOCIATION BASED ON 
"COMPLETE EQUALITY." END SUMMARY. 

2. ON OCTOBER 19, FORMER PUERTO RICAN GOVERNOR HERNANDEZ 
COLON CALLED MISOPP TO INFORM US OF HIS THREE-HOUR MEETING 
WITH CUBAN PERM REP ALARCON ON OCTOBER 14 IN THE DELEGATES' 

LOUNGE. RHC SAID THAT IT IS HIS IMPRESSION THAT THE CUBAN 
POSITION ON PUERTO RICO IS NOT SIMPLY AN EPPORT TO HARASS 
THE UNITED STATES BUT STEMS PROM A DEEP CONCERN ROOTED IN 
CUBAN AND PUERTO RICAN HISTORY. ALARCON TOLD RHC THAT 
PIDEL HIMSELP HAS BEEN DEEPLY COMMITTED TO THE ISSUE 

POR MANY YEARS. IN PACT, HE WAS ONCE JAILED POR 
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PARTICIPATING IN A DEMONSTRATION IN PAVOR OP PUERTO 

RICAN INDEPENDENCE. ALARCON ALSO NOTED THAT THE 

ISSUE HAS IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS POR CUBAN PUBLIC 

OPINION. RHC INFERS THAT CUBA WILL CONTINUE ITS POCUS 

ON PUERTO RICO. HE HAS REPORTS PROM OTHHER SOURCES 

WHICH VERIPY THAT CONCLUSION. IT IS HIS JUDGEMENT THAT 

THE ISSUE CANNOT BE RESOLVED THROUGH US/CUBAN NEGOTIATIONS. 
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3. RHC SAID HE WAS VERY INTERESTED TO LEARN THAT CUBA IS 
NOT ADAMANT THAT PUERTO RICO BECOME INDEPENDENT. AL- 
THOUGH CUBA WOULD DEFINITELY NOT WANT TO SEE A 5IST 
STATE IN THE CARIBBEAN, ALARCON DOES NOT BELIEVE STATE- 
HOOD IS A REAL POSSIBILITY. RHC SAID THAT HE DISCUSSED 
THE PUERTO RICAN POLITICAL PROCESS WITH ALARCON IN GREAT 
DETAIL AND MADE IT CLEAR TO HIM THAT INDEPENDENCE IS NOT 
IN THE CARDS EITHER. RHC SAID THAT ALARCON INDICATED 
FREE ASSOCIATION IS A SOLUTION ACCEPTABLE TO CUBA IF IT 

IS THE RESULT OF A PROCESS OF "COMPLETE EQUALITY." 

FROM A PROCEDURAL STANDPOINT, THIS WOULD REQUIRE 
JURIDICAL RECOGNITION OF PUERTO RICAN SOVEREIGNITY 
THROUGH SOME CONSITUTIONAL PROCEDURE FOLLOWED BY THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF FREE ASSOCIATION. 
THE TYPE OF FREE ASSOCIATION WHICH WOULD MEET CUBAN 
CRITERIA IS ONE WHIC "HENUINELY FULFILLS THE 
CRITERIA ESTABLISHED IN THE 1953 UN RESOLUTION. (WE 
ASSUME THE REFERENCE IS TO GA RES 1541 OF I960.) 

4. RHC SAID THAT HIS CONVERSATION WITH ALARCON PUT 
THE WHOLE ISSUE IN A NEW PERSPECTIVE FOR HIM SINCE 

HE HAD ALWAYS THOUGHT THE MAIN THRUST OF THE CUBAN 
STRATEGY WAS TO SUPPORT THE INDEPENDENCE FORCES AND 
UNDERMINE OR ELIMINATE FREE ASSOCIATION AS A 
LEGITIMATE ALTERNATIVE. 
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